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be protected from having to rely on what
would be inadequate prescription coverage
under Medicare, shouldn't all retirees with
such coverage be protected? The truth is that
the bill passed last month ostensibly to pro-
vide prescription medicine to seniors not only
undermines Medicare as a program it also un-
dermines private employer-based coverage of
retirees.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE 135TH ANNIVER-
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BYTERIAN CHURCH
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Wednesday, July 9, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and recognition of the 135th Anniver-
sary of the North Presbyterian Church of
Cleveland.

This historic structure has a rich legacy of
dedication to the community, and has focused
on the needs of the poor and the homeless of
our society. In the early years of the church,
members united to form the Christian Endeav-
or Society, Mother’'s Clubs, and Children’s
daytime groups and Scouts. During the Great
Depression, the church worked with Case
School to provide a daily lunch for undernour-
ished children.

As in the past, there is still a need for serv-
ices and assistance within our community, and
the North Presbyterian Church continues to be
a strong force in reaching out to others. The
doors of the church are always open to help
anyone in need. Active members of the North
Presbyterian Church provide hot meals twice a
week for the homeless, and for those residing
in homeless shelters. Church leaders and
members also provide grocery distributions,
emergency food and clothing supplies. Addi-
tionally, church members have nurtured strong
bonds with other civic and spiritual groups,
and hold regular community meetings, includ-
ing Alcoholics Anonymous—a group that has
been meeting weekly at the church for the
past fifty years.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor, celebration and recognition of the
leaders and members of the North Pres-
byterian Church, past and present, as they
celebrate 135 years of caring, commitment
and ministry to the people of Cleveland. Be-
cause of their selfless efforts in helping the
less fortunate of our society, they have built
not only a place of worship—they have built a
haven and refuge, open to us all.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JEFF FLAKE
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Wednesday, July 9, 2003

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, | missed rollcall
vote Nos. 334, 335 and 336. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay” on rollcall
No. 334, “aye” on rollcall No. 335, and “aye”
on rollcall No. 336.
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, post-September
11, 2001, and in the aftermath of the cam-
paign in Iraq, the eastern Mediterranean is in-
creasingly a focus of attention for policy-
makers, news organizations, academics and
government leaders around the world. In this
geographic neighborhood of perennial ten-
sions, a U.S. ally, Turkey, continues to delay
the economic and political development of Cy-
prus, regrettably refusing to end its military oc-
cupation of the island’s northern third.

For almost three decades, Cyprus has been
a country characterized by economic growth,
political maturation and determination to over-
come the legacy of division wrought by Turk-
ish intervention. Even though Cyprus will join
the European Union (EU) in May 2004 and will
someday be in a position to weigh in on dis-
cussions regarding future Turkish member-
ship, Ankara continues to display an unfortu-
nate and unnecessary intransigence that is not
in its own long-term strategic interests. Main-
taining roughly 35,000 troops and tens of
thousands of Turkish settlers in the northern
sector of Cyprus since 1974, Turkey has re-
peatedly defied U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions calling for the immediate withdrawal of its
troops from the island.

No one underestimates the value of Tur-
key's geographic location and—prior to U.S.
involvement in Iraq, at least—its value as a re-
gional NATO member. Despite this key role,
Turkey’s refusal to cooperate in the face of re-
peated worldwide calls to end its occupation of
northern Cyprus cannot continue to go ig-
nored.

As a member of the House International Re-
lations Committee, | am troubled by this ongo-
ing and unnecessary partitioning and weak-
ening of what is proving to be a booming
state—Cyprus. It is time we recognize this sit-
uation for what it is and insist Turkey cooper-
ate actively in its prompt solution.

Measures that serve to build confidence
should certainly continue, but not as an exer-
cise to delay the inevitable: the reunification of
the island state of Cyprus as a complex, mod-
ern, multi-ethnic Mediterranean state.

Due to this inexplicable separation, Cyprus
holds the dubious distinction of being the only
European state with its capital divided, as
barbed wire quite literally carves the country in
two. Two historically well-integrated ethnic
communities of predominantly Christian Greek
and Muslim Turkish heritage are required to
live in a very artificial segregation. Turkey
treats the northern third of the island it occu-
pies as an impoverished, second-tier province,
rather than allowing it to join in an increasingly
successful Cyprus.

Despite a history of unsuccessful efforts by
American and U.N. diplomacy to effect a reso-
lution of issues that were created by the Turk-
ish invasion, the government of Cyprus has
persisted in its efforts to peacefully reunite the
two communities and bring European pros-
perity to both. Meanwhile, the leaders of Cy-
prus have succeeded in creating a modern
economy and have achieved a level of growth
that qualified Cyprus to receive an invitation
for EU membership, a Continental “seal of ap-
proval.”
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Thereafter, EU leadership made it clear to
Turkey that its own aspirations to join the EU
depended upon its cooperation in tolerating
the accession of Cyprus to the EU, and hinted
that successful resolution of the Cyprus prob-
lem would go a long way toward reducing op-
position to Turkey's EU accession.

Turkey, although recently permitting limited
buffer zone crossings within Cyprus, has
dragged its heels on a strategy to resolve the
overall situation, which will in effect deny the
northern third the benefits of EU membership.

On April 30, the Cypriot government intro-
duced a series of new economic, political, and
social measures designed to ease the hard-
ships of Turkish Cypriot compatriots disadvan-
taged by the status quo—such as providing
improved medical care, expanded employment
opportunities, facilitated trade and movement
of goods, and participation in free and open
national elections.

One must view these welcome develop-
ments, however, with utmost caution. Neither
the recent partial relaxation of movement re-
strictions through the U.N. cease-fire line nor
the government’s pro-active recognition of its
Turkish Cypriot citizens’ most pressing needs
should be mistaken as a substitute for formal
diplomatic efforts to reach a negotiated, com-
prehensive settlement of the Cyprus situation
based on the U.N.'s internationally endorsed
framework.

Today, Turkey faces economic and social
challenges, although none of them pertain to
its Mediterranean neighbor, Cyprus, aside
from the estimated $500 million a year that its
occupation of Cyprus drains from the Turkish
economy. Turkey’s difficulties in reforming its
military and legal system, respecting the rights
of its ethnic minorities, and heeding the EU’s
advice on steps it needs to take if it wishes to
join the EU should offer the necessary incen-
tives for it to take progressive steps on the
issue of Cyprus.

The time has come for the United States to
advise Turkey's leadership—in very clear
terms—that its occupation of Cyprus must
quickly come to an end. Turkey, today with
lessened leverage over the United States,
should not be allowed to continue blocking
resolution of the situation in Cyprus. The only
chance Turkey has to modernize by joining
the EU is to release Cyprus from the grip of
its aggression and show the world that Turkey
itself has turned the corner and is an increas-
ingly enlightened global citizen.

Then, and only then, Cyprus can be re-
united, bringing security and prosperity to all
its citizens and a glimmer of peace to the
eastern Mediterranean.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. VITO FOSSELLA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 2003

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, | am not re-
corded on rollcall numbers 315, 316 and 317.
| was unavoidably detained and was not
present to vote. Had | been present, | would
have voted yes on rollcall numbers 315, 316
and 317.

| ask unanimous consent that this statement
be printed in the appropriate part of the CoN-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.
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